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ANNUAL  REPORT 


upon  the 

Health  and  Sanitary  Condition 

of  the 

Belford  Rural  Sanitary  District 

for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1920. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District 

Population,  (Census  191 1),  5006.  Population  (estimated  1920)  4490. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the 

District. 

mHE  District  is  hounded  by  the  sea  on  the  East  and  moorland  on 
{ the  West.  It  is,  generally  speaking,  undulating  and  well 
cultivated  land,  excepting  the  extreme  Western  portion,  which  is 
moorland  and  more  hilly.  The  district  is  well  watered,  well  drained 
and  healthy  : there  are  no  congested  areas  nor  any  industrial  works 
leading  to  smoke  nuisance. 

The  chief  occupations  are  agriculture  and  sea  fishing,  both  of  whic  h 
are  conducive  to  health. 

Total  Number  of  Births,  100.  Birth  Rate,  22-27  per  1000.  (Ille- 
gitimate Births),  I.  Number  of  Vaccinations,  86.  Number  of 
Deaths,  51.  Death  Rate,  11-35  per  1000.  Number  of  Deaths  in 
Children  under  1 year,  3.  Rate  per  1000  Births  30. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  (Out-Relief)  for  the  Year  1920 
was  £332  8s  Od. 

There  is  no  Hospital  in  the  District  which  has  been  utilised  for 
gratuitous  medical  relief  except  the  relief  of  the  sick  poor  in  the 
Workhouse  at  Belford. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Watru  Supplies. — The  District  generally  is,  as  a rule,  well  supplied 
with  water,  A large  number  of  farm  premises  have  water  laid  on, 
and  the  others  obtain  water  from  wells  by  means  of  pumps,  etc. 

Bamburgh  obtains  its  supply  chiefly  from  a reservoir  on  Sandyford 
M oor. 
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Ska  Houses  and  North  Sunderland  are  supplied  from  a reservoir 
«>u  Brockdam  Moor,  and  there  is  a storage  reservoir  at  Sea  Houses  in 
connection  with  this  supply,  capable  of  holding  60,000  gallons. 

Bkadnkll  and  Svvjnhoh  are  supplied  from  Brockdam  reserved  by 
means  of  a connection  to  the  North  Sunderland  Water  Works 
■Company's  main  at  Swinhoe  Cottage. 

Several  farm  places  and  villages  on  the  line  of  the  North  Sunderland 
and  Hamburgh  water  mains  are  supplied  from  them. 

Bedford. — The  main  supply  is  piped  from  a spring  at  the  Blue  Bell 
farm  to  a reservoir  on  the  North  Bank,  and  thence  piped  to  various 
houses  on  the  Main  Street.  There  are  2 supplies  in  West  Street  from 
springs,  and  one  from  a spring  near  the  National  Schools  in  High 
■Street.  There  is  also  a supply  of  water  from  Bel  ford  Moor,  which 
supplies  most  of  West  Street,  and  also  supplements  the  High  Street 
supply. 

All  the  supplies  of  the  District  are  constant  except  in  some  instances 
in  seasons  of  unusual  drought. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Sewage,  with  few  exceptions,  passes  into  streams,  ditches,  or 
the  sea,  and  is  untreated  before  doing  so. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  the  town  of  Bedford  are  drained  into  sewer 
conduits,  and  a large  number  of  the  drains  are  formed  with  sanitary 
pipes. 

What  however,  is  required  is  a new  drainage  system  properl v laid, 
and  the  sewage  dealt  with  according  to  modern  views  before  being  dis- 
charged into  the  Belford  Stream.  This  L have  advocated  for  years. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  Bkadnkll  village  are  drained  into  a sewer, 
which  conveys  the  sewage  into  the  sea.  Beadnell  Square  and  Bent 
Hall  are  also  provided  with  sewers.  Beadnell  Stead  is  drained  directly 
into  the  sea.  Several  of  the  large  houses  in  Beadnell  are  drained  in 
to  cesspools,  which  are  periodically  emptied. 

Isolated  houses  and  farm  places  throughout  the  district  are  in  many 
cases  drained  into  cesspools'  although  in  some  places  the  sewage  is 
discharged  into  streams.  No  complaints,  have,  however,  recently  been 
■made  as  to  any  nuisance  arising  from  this  cause. 

At  1 >elfoi d Station  and  Bellshili  farm  House  the  sewage  is  dealt 
with  by  means  of  septic  tanks. 

At  Shores tou  Hall  there  is  a small  sewage  scheme  on  modern  lines- 
comprising  septic  tank  and  continuous  filters. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  ashpit  and  privy  system  is  in  vogue  at  all  the  farm  premises  and 
most  or  the  villages  ha\e  the  same.  \\  ith  a few  exceptions  Belfohd 
has  the  ashpit  and  privy  method  in  use. 

Most  of  the  houses  in  Bamburgh  are  now  provided  with  water 


closets.  Exceptions  are  at  Victoria  and  South  Victoria  Terraces,  where 
the  pail  closet  system  is  out  of  harmony  with  the  property  and  might 
well  he  substituted  by  W.Cs.,  as  has  been  previously  recommended. 

A large  number  of  the  houses  in  Sea  Houses  now  have  water  closets 
and  the  privy  system  is  gradually  being  abolished. 

A few  of  the  larger  houses  in  Bhadnkll  have  water  closets. 

The  approximate  number  of  each  type  of  closet  are  : Privy  Ashpit, 
with  privy  for  one  house,  674  ; Privy  ashpits,  with  privy  for  more 
than  one  house,  100;  Pail  closets,  67  ; W.Cs.,  230  ; Since  1011  some 
34  W.Cs.  have  been  put  in. 

Scavenging. — Public  scavengers  are  appointed  to  remove  house 
refuse  in  Bedford  and  North  Sunderland. 

At  Belford  the  refuse  is  deposited  on  agricultural  land,  and  old  tins, 
etc.,  are  removed  to  a disused  claypit  at  the  Brick  Sheds. 

The  refuse  from  privies  and  ashpits  at  North  Sunderland  is  mostly 
put  on  agricultural  land,  and  the  other  refuse  is  removed  to  a public 
rubbish  depot  at  the  Old  Quarry  on  the  South  Links. 

In  the  case  of  other  villages  and  farm  places  the  ashpits,  etc.,  are 
usually  emptied  by  the  occupiers  and  tenants. 

At  Bamburgii  the  scavenging  is  largely  carried  out  by  the  Castle 
Authorities,  and  in  some  instances  by  the  occupiers,  no  public 
scavenger  having  been  appointed. 

An  increasing  number  of  houses  are  using  movable  ashbins  as  water 
closet  accomodation  is  being  introduced.  , 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

During  tbe  year  visits  have  been  paid  by  ihe  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
and  myself,  to  various  parts  of  the  District,  and  enquiries  made  into 
the  general  healthiness,  the  water  supply,  the  drainage  and  the 
condition  of  dwelling  houses.  Defective  conditions  have  been  report- 
ed to  the  District  Council,  and  notices  sonr  to  the  occupiers  or  owners. 
A detailed  table  of  inspections  made  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is 
appended  to  this  report. 

The  workshops,  slaughter  houses,  bakehouses  and  cowsheds  have 
been  inspected. 

Cowsheds.  In  some  instances  orders  have  been  given  to  lime- 
wash,  and  these  have  been  complied  with.  Speaking  generally  they 
are  kept  fairly  well. 

There  are  20  Cowsheds  on  the  Register. 
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Proceedings  Under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act,  1901. 


Under  the  above  Act  special  visits  have 
workshops  in  the  District,  and  an  enquiry 
condition  in  reference  to: 


been  paid  to  the  various 
made  into  their  sanitary 


(1)  Cleanliness 

(2)  Air  Space 

(3)  Ventilation 

(4)  Drainage  and  Wet  Floors 

(5)  Provision  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Bake  Houses,  six  in  number,  have  received  special  attention,  and 
found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


The  names  of  tenants  of  all  workshops  have  been  placed  upon  a 
Register. 

In  none  of  the  workshops  are  any  out-workers  employed. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  occupations  carried  on  in  the  various 


•kshops  : — 

Dressmakers 

12 

Bakers  . . 

5 

Bootmakers 

8 

Blacksmiths 

8 

Tailors  . . 

2 

Saddlers.. 

1 

Joiners . . 

10 

Painters  . . 

4 

Cycle  Agents  & Garages  6 

Herring  Curers 

5 

Gas  Works 

2 

Plumbers 

3 

Sawmills 

2 

Millwright 

1 

Sculptor  . . 

1 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  I have  found  the  air  space  to  be  ample 

In  all  cases  there  has  been  sufficient  air  space  for  the  number 
employed  during  ordinary  working  hours. 

The  general  cleanliness  and  drainage  have  been  found  satisfactory. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1920. 

For  the  Rural  District  of  Belford,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories.  Workshops, 
Workplaces  and  Housework. 


Workshops  and  Workplaces.: — 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  105 

Written  Notices  • ...  No 

Prosecutions  ...  Nil 

Workshops  on  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  1920  ...  70 
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Causes  of  Death  in  Belford  Rural  District,  1920, 

Civilians  Only. 


Males. 


All  Causes  ...  22 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Tubercular  Meningitis 
Cancer  malignant  disease  3 
Organic  Heart  Disease  3 

Bronchitis  ...  2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  3 


Cirrhosis  of  liver 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease 

Puerperal  Fever 


Congenital  debility,  etc.  1 

V iolence,  apart  from 

suicide  1 

Other  defined  diseases  7 

Death  of  infants  under 

1 year  of  age  2 

Total  Illegitimate  1 

Total  Births  ...  50 

Legitimate  ...  42 

Illegitimate  ...  8 


Population  for  Birth-rate 
Population  for  Death-rate 


Females. 

29 

1 

1 

1 

3 

] 

3 

1 


1 

1 


16 

1 

50 

47 

3 

1490 

4490 


General  Register  Office, 
Somerset  House, 

" London,  W.C. 


April,  1921. 


The  rainfall  recorded  at  Bam  burgh  by  Mr.  Little  amounted  to  21 -29 
inches  for  the  year. 
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Schools. — Tn  January  notice  was  sent  to  the  Managers  of  the 
Bamburgh  School  to  close  it  for  2 weeks  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
whooping  cough.  A similar  notice  and  for  3 weeks  was  sent  to  the 
Managers  of  the  North  Sunderland  School.  In  May  the  School  at 
Bamburgh  was  closed  for  2 weeks  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  chicken- 
pox. 

In  September  some  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  generally  speaking  mild  in 
type,  occurred  in  the  North  Sunderland  School  district  and  continued 
at  intervals  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

After  closure  Schools  should  always  be  disinfected  and  an  abundant 
supply  of  air  passed  through  them.  Sanitary  conveniences  are  provided 
for  all  the  Schools.  There, are  facilities  for  obtaining  drinking  water, 
though  in  the  case  of  Newham  and  Ellingham  not  sufficiently  near. 

Food  . — Atttention  has  been  paid  to  milk  supplies  by  inspections 
made  of  cowsheds  and  cows.  Speaking  generally,  the  former  are  airy 
and  well  ventilated,  the  chief  faults  found  are  need  for  more  frequent 
cleaning  of  the  walls,  and  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows 
themselves.  Regulations  in  reference  to  light,  ventilation,  air  space, 
floor  area  and  general  construction  should  be  carefully  fixed. 

In  June  it  was  neccessary  to  certify  that  a heifer  allocated  to  Messrs 
H.  Mole  Bros.,  North  Sunderland,  was  found  to  be  diseased  by  tuber- 
culosis of  the  pleurae  and  peritineum  and  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  suitable  for  condemnation. 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  1914 — 4.  January  1920 — 4. 

December  1920 — 4. 

In  July  some  children  in  Bamburgh  were  affected  with  sickness  and 
diarrhoea.  It  was  found  that  they  had  been  drinking  milk  with  which 
the  milk  from  a cow  suffering  from  udderclap  had  been  inadvertently 
mixed.  As  soon  as  this  was  known  the  affected  cow  was  separated 
from’the  others  and  no  further  trouble  arose. 

a 

No  public  abattoir  has  been  established  in  the  district  but  oppor- 
tunities are  afforded  of  inspecting  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  principal  diseases  prevalent  in  the  district  were  whooping  cough, 
chicken  pox  and  scarlet  fever.  One  case  of  diptheria  and  fifty  four 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  but  no  cases  were  fatal.  Three 
cases  of  pneumonia  were  also  notified,  but  none  of  malaria,  dysentery, 
trench  fever  or  enteric  fever. 

Cases  of  Pneumonia  are  now  notified  but  Measles  and  German  Measles 
have  ceased  to  be  so. 

In  cases  of  Diphtheria  prompt  use  of  anti-toxin  is  resorted  to,  and 
in  any  cases  of  sore  throat  which  suggest  a diphtheritic  origin  swabs 
are  taken  and  sent  off  for  examination. 

Bacteriological  aids  to  diagnosis  : — 

Diphtheria  — 13. 

Tuberculosis  — 8. 

Enteric  Fever  — U. 
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Tuberculosis. — Their  is  no  institution  in  the  district  for  the 
treatment  of  this  disease, 

Small-Pox. — No  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have 
been  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health.  (Smallpox  Prevention),  Regulations,  1917.  In  May  1 report- 
ed to  the  District  Council  upon  the  Smallpox  Hospital,  and  recom- 
mended one  central  hospital  for  all  the  northern  districts  in  the 
County. 

The  nearest  centre  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  County  Council  provide  inspecting  ladies  who  visit  mothers  and 
give  useful  advice  in  child  welfare. 

I n November  1917  I drew  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  great 
danger  incurred  by  not  making  the  use  of  long  tube  feeding  bottles 
illegal. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Staff. — (1)  The  Clerk,  (2)  The  Medical  OHiicer  of  Health,  (3)  The 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  situated  near  the  town  of  Belford. 
Total  available  beds,  8,  provided  by  the  Belford  Rural  District  Council. 
The  necessity  of  making  use  of  it  has  not  yet  arisen. 

Local  Acts,  Special  Local  Orders,  or  general  adoptive  Acts  in  force  in 
the  District. 


The  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  Distinct  relate  to — 

(.)  The  prevention  of  nuisances  in  the  keeping  of  animals  ; 

(2)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

(3)  Slaughter  Houses. 

(4)  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

(5)  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885 
were  adopted  in  1 887. 


Housing. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  1249.  The  number  for 
working  classes,  1035. 

Dunng  the  \eai  i additional  houses  were  provided  i 4 being  old 
dilapidated  buildings  rebuilt  at  Sea  Houses,  2 from  converted  army 
huts  at  Bamburgh  and  1 army  hut  converted  at  Lucker  Station. 

Housing  Schemes  are  in  view  at  Belford  (12),  Bamburgh  (4),  Sea 
Houses  (12),  North  Sunderland  (5),  and  Beadnell  (6);  but  progress  is 
very  slow.  On  the  representation  of  the  housing  Commissioner  the 
Ioh  m of  Survey  of  Housing  Needs  was  revised,  and  the  number  of  new 
houses  to  be  provided  raised  from  39  to  50.  Meanwhile  arrangments 
an  proceeding  for  the  39  anil  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  position  will  soon  he 
such  that  Hctu&l  building  cun  be  commenced. 
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Ovkrc'ko wiping.  According  to  the  last  completed  housing  inspections 
there  were  233  houses  with  more  than  2 occupants  per  room.  Ocasion- 
ally  marked  cases  of  overcrowding  arise  at  farm  places  where  there  are 
2 roomed  cottages,  and  the  occupier  has  5 or  G children  ; the  housing 
on  the  farms  is  a difficult  problem  with  the  frequent,  changes  of 
tenancies  among  the  workers,  as  the  numbers  in  each  household  vary  so 
frequently. 

The  general  standard  of  housing,  as  in  most  other  Rural  Distiicts’ 
does  not  reach  a lii«*h  level.  A considerable  number  of  houses  are 

o 

defective  in  a variety  of  ways.  Some  have  no  damp  courses,  and  the 
walls  are  more  or  less  damp,  and  many  are  lacking  in  general  accommo- 
dation and  conveniences. 

ISo  necessity  has  arisen  during  the  year  to  make  closing  orders- 

Jas.  G.  Macaskie, 


1921. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bellingham 

(Rural  tDistrict  Council 


✓ v A/V  A/\-\  A /VN 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer. 


FORTY- SECOND  HI WUHL  REPORT. 


1920. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

in  making  out  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1920,  which  I have  pleasure  in  placing  before 
you,  I was  obliged  to  mahe  use  of  the  material  left 
by  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Elliot,  who  died  in  October. 
1 was  appointed  in  December,  and  the  difficulty  of 
collating  such  material  must  be  my  excuse  in  not 
furnishing  a report  so  complete  as  the  Ministry  of 
Health  demands. 


ANNUAL.  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


FOR  THE 

Bellingham  Rural  District , 

For  the  Year  ending  December  3lst,  1920. 

/vAl/\AAAAAAAA/V\AAAAAA/’\ 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Bellingham  Rural  District  is  246,580 
acres,  or  an  extent  of  385  square  miles,  being  the  largest  Rural 
District  in  England  and  Wales.  It  consists  of  28  Parishes 
(comprised  in  13  Ecclesiastical  Parishes),  which  for  convenience 
I have  grouped  into  sub-areas  as  follows : — 


Ecclesiastical  Parishes. 

Sub-Area.  Population , /<?//. 

Bellingham 

Falstone  j 

Bellingham 

1358 

Greystead  !- 

Thorneyburn  I 

Falstone 

1265 

Corsenside 

Corsenside 

640 

Elsdon  1 

Horsley- 

ByrnessJ 

Otterburn 

837 

Wark  \ 

BirtleyJ 

Wark 

1053 

Kirk  wlielpi  n gtoi  1 1 
Kirkharle 

Kirkwhelpington  ... 

597 

Thockrington 

5750 

The  population  for  the  whole  district,  as  taken 

from  last 

census,  was  5750,  and  the  area  being  246,580  acres,  giv 
of  42-8  acres  per  each  inhabitant. 

es  an  area 

There  are  1316  inhabited 

houses,  which  makes  an  average 

°f  4 '3  persons  per  house 
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Physical  Features . — The  principal  feature  of  the  district  is  its 
expanse  of  long,  rolling,  undulating  bare  hills  (devoid  of  trees), 
which  become  wilder,  more  rugged,  and  higher  towards  the  west, 
where  they  assume  altitudes  of  about  2000  feet  above  sea  level. 
These  are  divided  into  ranges  formed  by  the  rivers  North  Tyne 
and  Rede,  and  their  tributaries.  About  one-fourth  of  the  district 
situated  in  the  eastern  part  is  good  grazing,  but  the  remaining 
three-fourths  is  poor,  boggy  land,  covered  with  heather  and  bent, 
requiring  in  many  instances  several  acres  to  maintain  one  sheep. 
The  only  woodlands  and  cultivated  lands  are  situated  in  the 
valleys  near  the  watercourses. 

The  chief  geological  formations  are  Coal,  Ironstone.  Lime- 
stone, Freestone,  Clay,  Shale,  and  Fireclay. 

Coal,  which  is  plentiful,  is  worked  at  Plashetts,  Carriteth, 
Billerley,  and  Hareshawhead  (chiefly  landsale).  Freestone  is 
worked  at  Woodburn  and  Birtley  for  building  purposes,  and 
limestone  is  chiefly  worked  for  road  mending.  These  mines 
give  employment  to  about  500  men.  The  only  Factory  we  have 
is  the  Woollen  Mill  at  Otterburn,  which  employs  about  50  hands. 
The  chief  industry  in  the  district  is  agriculture,  and  the  social 
conditions  are  those  usually  existing  amongst  a community  of 
hill  farmers,  there  being  comparatively  an  absence  of  poverty. 

Rateable  and  Assessable  Values. — The  rateable  value  of  the 

district  is  £95,575  ; assessable  value.  ,£68,117. 

Poor  La<w  Relief. — The  amount  expended  in  Poor  Law 
Relief  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1920,  was  In-Maiuten- 
ance,  £368  : 8 : 8.  and  in  Out-Relief,  ,£735  : to  : 6.  being  a total 
of  £'1103  : T9  : 2. 

1 here  are  no  Medical  Charities  within  the  area.  The  Royal 
\ ictoria  Hospital,  Newcastle,  is  used  as  a centre,  but  it  is  not 
sufficient,  in  evidence  of  which  there  is  alwavs  a long  waiting 
list. 


Vital  Statistics. — Births. — During  the  year  1920,  there  were 
registered  133  births,  78  males  and  55  females;  7 of  these  were 
illegitimate,  4 males  and  3 females.  The  Registrar  General 
estimates  the  population  for  birth-rate  at  5421.  This  makes  the 
birth-rate  24-3  per  1000,  which  is  ’9  less  than  the  birth-rate  for 
England  and  Wales. 

1 he  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  registered 
m the  different  areas  in  the  district  for  1918,  1919,  and  1Q20. 


0 


K)lS ■ 

igjo. 

Bellingham 

18 

11 

34 

Falstone 

23 

25 

24 

Corsenside 

15 

4 

iS 

Otterburn 

6 

16 

17 

Wark 

16 

8 

00 

Birtley 

3 

5 

7 

Kirkwhelpington 

5 

• • • / 

11 

68 

76 

133 

Deaths. — There  have 

been  66 

deaths  registered 

in  the 

district,  to  which  must  be  added  2 deaths  of  persons  whose 
residence  was  in  the  district,  but  who  died  elsewhere,  outside  of 
the  district,  which  makes  the  number  68,  40  males  and  28 
females.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  for 
death-rate  is  5421  ; the  death-rate  therefore  is  12.5,  as  compared 
with  i3’2  for  1918,  and  r3‘S  for  England  and  Wales  for  1919. 
You  will  see  that  we  have  a higher  death-rate  by  ’i  per  rooo 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  As  the  total  number  of 
Births  was  133,  and  the  Deaths  68,  it  follows  that  the  difference 
of  65  was  naturally  added  to  the  population.  One  cannot  but 
be  struck  by  these  figures,  showing  that  the  birth-rate  is  higher 
than  the  death-rate  by  i2-o.  We  know  that  the  birth-rate 
throughout  the  country  has  been  declining  for  years,  therefore 
the  increase  in  the  birth-rate  in  your  district  is  a cause  for 
congratulation. 

The  chief  causes  of  deaths  are  set  out  in  the  following 
tables,  as  well  as  the  vital  statistics  for  the  whole  district,  for 
1920  and  the  five  preceding  years. 
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Bellingham  Rural  District. 

Deaths  registered  during  the  Calendar  Year  1920 

and  causes. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  of  ‘ Residents,’ 
whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 

Male. 

Female. 

1 

Totals. 

j Certified 

All  causes 

I Uncertified  ... 

40 

28 

68 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4 

n 

6 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

I 

2 

Cancer 

6 

9 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

5 

6 

1 1 

Bronchitis 

-■» 

Pneumonia 

O 

l 

0 

A 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

0 

1 

I 

Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  of  age 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

2 

0 

Congenital  Debility 

0 

... 

2 

4 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

2 

2 

Suicide 

0 

0 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

10 

10 

20 

Totals  ... 

40 

2S 

68 
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Area  of  District  iu  i Total  population  at  all  ages,  5750  1 

acres  (land  and  } 246,580  Acres.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1316  !•  At  Census,  1911 

inland  water)  J Average  number  of  persons,  per  house,  4^3  * 


8 


C/3 

• ■— « 

Q 

t/3 

O 


4-) 

o 

0) 


{/) 

0) 

C/3 

CG 

CJ 


i/3 

Q 


£ 

ca 

Z 


*« 


> S 

*n  Vj 

. <3 

V> 

<3  C 
^ § 


*3 

V. 

-3  *v 


uoffyaiyut" y 


&IW& 


n-tvM 


tunqxdjjQ 


ip/S'UJUOj 

dUOJSJVjJ 


CO  K+ 


LO 

OJ 


CO 


CO 


co 

co 

~o"~ 


o 

CM 

CS 

Hi  VI/  S 

mvs 

: : : : 

*N#* 

r^- 

CTs 

221  rr0 

a *- 

"is 

a 

lO  A 

CO  £7 

C/5 

r?  u ~ 

> 

2 

rt-C  P 
io  5 

TJ-  ^ *0 

; 

»- 

, * 

ca 

t- 

VO 

43 

ts  c £ 

51) 

<—« 

►— » 

& 

J-» 

- a rt 

rf03  ^ 

LO  S 

: — : to  ; : 

— 

r— 

r~* 

H 

<y 

?l  £ >o 
■^t* 

ti— < 

•Vi 

K*3 

tr. 

-c 

ca 

c 

1 

2 a;  r: 

t—  ; co 

r-« 

LO 

o 

w 

:-!3 

"S}) 

r-* 

So 

Cn 

.<5 

c/3 

O 

biD 

< 

.02  ^ 

£ ID 

<U 

o 

C/5 

^ a;  C3 

- ^ a 

*03  * • r— 

co 

CO 

44 

• 

CM 

co 

o 

r-< 

co 

«0  2*  lO 

- 4 £ 

Q 

i/3 

4-3 

o 

<2 

4 «i  3 

~ 5 V 

; : CNS  ; ; ; 

CM 

ca 

<L> 

• *— I 

* 

J3 

_ 5 ^ 

'O 

u 

o 


ca  (£ 


SC 

< 


*0-  CO 


I"- 

CM 


LO 


<n 

< 


!/) 


C/3 


co 

O 


t, 

4S 

> 

4) 

lJU 


o 


X. 


CO  <U 

JS  Li- 
eu o 
.a*  <u 
co  "£  fc 

c-  o us 

UJ  111  c/)  CL 


£- 

as 

j-j 

c 


: d 
• o 
u, 
as 

JD 

53  H 

>. 
c- 
a 
c 
o 


CO 

aS 


as 

c 

o 

as 

Z 


o 

H 


05  ert 

E-e 

as 


oJ 


CO 

_c  J=  i? 
•5  t?  co 
JU  'o  03 

OQ2 


No  Isolation  Hospital. 
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Bellingham  Rural  District. 

Infant  Mortality,  1920. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages 

under  1 year  of  age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  i week. 

1-2  weeks. 

2-3  weeks. 

•x 

a; 

<u 

1 

Total  under 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks  & under 
3 months. 

U 

a; 

nr-  . 

~ xx 

£ +3 

* § 
x z: 

<■0 

6 mths  & under 

9 months. 

9 mths  ft  under 

12  months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1 rear. 

| Certified 

causes  | Uucertifie(l 

Bronchitis  ... 

1 

Congenital  Debility 

T 

1 

I 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

Totals 

I 

j 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Nett  Births  registered  during  the  calendar  year  Legitimate.  133  ; 

Illegitimate,  7. 

Nett  Deaths  registered  during  the  calendar  year  of  Legitimate  Infants.  7 : 

Illegitimate  Infants,  o. 
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Bacteriological  Examinations. 

Diphtheria  ...  2 ...  1 ...  3 

Tuberculosis  ...  10  ...  6 ...  16 

Enteric  ...  2 ...  1 ...  3 


Owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Influenza,  fortunately  of  a mild 
character,  Kielder  School  was  closed  during  the  month  of  May. 
This  disease  visited  the  district  during  the  early  and  later 
months  of  the  year,  and  was  generally  of  a mild  character.  No 
deaths  occurred. 

During  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  occurred  in  the  Corseuside  district,  and  also  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Falstone  area,  on  account  of  which  the 
schools  at  Woodburn  and  Ridsdale  during  the  month  of  June, 
and  the  Hott  School  in  July,  were  closed. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  at  Lady  well,  in  the 
Wark  district.  One  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  also  in  the 
Wark  district,  the  patient  being  a visitor  from  Newbiggin,  where 
the  disease  must  have  been  contracted. 

Smallpox . — No  primary  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have 
been  performed  by  your  Medical  Officer  under  the  Public 
Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  as  there  have 
been  110  cases  of  Smallpox  in  the  district  for  some  time. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  County  Council,  who  are  the  local  supervising  authority,  and 
provide  a health  visitor  for  the  district. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  We  have  no  isolation  hospital  for 
this  district.  This  question  has  been  urged  upon  you  from  time 
to  time,  but  I fail  to  see,  on  account  of  the  way  in  which  the 
population  is  scattered,  and  the  size  of  the  district,  that  it  would 
be  any  benefit  to  the  community. 

F'OOD. 

Milk  Supply.  There  are  $ registered  Cowkeepers  and  Dairy- 
men, whose  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  kept  up  to  the  standard 
required  ot  them,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  milk  is  supplied  by 
farmers  who  are  not  registered.  The  milk  supplied  is  of  good 
quality. 

Milk,  Mothers,  and  Children's  Order.  There  has  been  no 
occasion  to  put  this  Order  into  force,  as  the  supply  has  always 
been  plentiful. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  no  Bakehouses  in  the  District. 

Slaughter  Houses.  There  are  8 private  Slaughter  Houses, 
which  have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Bellingham. — Tile  supply  is  ample  and  of  good  quality.  No 
shortage,  but  at  times  the  pressure  is  short  in  the  higher  situa- 
tions through  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  users. 

Wark. — This  village  had  a gravitation  supply  which  was 
never  satisfactory.  A new  supply  has  been  obtained,  which  is 
ample  and  satisfactory. 

Birtley. — Is  a private  supply  which  meets  the  requirements, 
but  it  would  have  been  better  if  a more  abundant  supply  could 
have  been  obtained. 

Kirk-whelping  ton  is  well  supplied  with  a gravitation  scheme. 

Ridsdale. — There  is  abundance  of  good  water  tlowing  from  a 
pant  in  the  middle  of  the  village. 

East  Woodbum  has  a private  gravitation  supply  to  standpipes 
in  the  village. 

West  Woodbum. — This  supply  has  never  been  satisfactory,  a 
condition  which  requires  to  be  remedied.  With  regard  to  such, 
as  there  is  a main  belonging  to  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Co.  passing  through  the  village  a sufficient  and  ample 
supply  could  be  obtained,  a couple  of  standpipes  placed  at  most 
convenient  sites,  and  arrangements  made  for  filtering,  if 
necessary. 

Otterburn  has  a private  gravitation  supply  which  is  satisfactory 

Rochester  has  also  a private  gravitation  supply. 

Plashetts. — The  village  consists  of  two  distinct  parts,  one 
called  the  Far  Colliery,  and  the  other  Bank  Top.  The  former 
has  to  take  its  supply  from  a spring  on  the  hill ; the  latter  has 
what  is  called  a gravitation  supply.  If  the  collecting  tank  had 
been  at  the  source  of  supply,  the  village  would  have  been  more 
adequately  supplied. 

Falstone. — This  supply  is  unsatisfactory,  but  steps  are  being 
taken  to  improve  it.  Last  summer  was  wet,  and  no  complaints 
were  received. 

Greenhaugh. — Is  supplied  from  springs  which  are  not  satis- 
factory. 

Lane  he  ad. — ,,  ..  ,, 

Stannersburn. — ,,  ,,  ,, 

School  Supplies  on  the  whole  are  the  same  supplies  as  the 

villages  have. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — Some  of  the  villages  are  provided  with 
refuse  deposits.  Others  are  not.  Where  there  is  no  suitable 
place  provided,,  refuse  is  generally  deposited  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers  and  their  tributaries.  There  are  also  a number  of  isolated 
places  with  no  proper  sewage  disposal  ; in  these  cases  the  sewage 
find  its  way  into  the  watercourses. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Bellingham. — The  sewage  disposal  is  satisfactory. 

Wark. — Is  also  satisfactory. 

Birtley. — Is  acting  satisfactorily. 

Rirkwhelpimgton. — An  open  sewer  which  conveyed  the  sewage 
has  been  piped.  The  sewage  is  untreated. 

Ridsdale. — Certain  drainage  works  have  been  carried  out, 
and  proved  satisfactory. 

West  Woodburn  sewage  disposal  has  acted  satisfactorily. 

East  Woodburn. — A new  system  has  been  contemplated  for 
some  time. 

Oilerburn. — Satislactory '. 

P!a shells. — This  system  has  been  overhauled,  but  cannot  be 
made  satisfactory  unless  an  adequate  supply  of  water  is  provided. 

Falstone,  Greenhaugh,  and  Lanehead. — New  sewage  schemes 
will  have  to  be  considered  in  the  near  future. 

Closet  Accommodation . — Areas  supplied  with  a sufficiency  ot 
water  are  well  supplied  with  W.C.'s.  Those  who  have  not 
adopted  this  system  are  being  served  with  notices  to  do  so. 
Others  are  obliged  to  adopt  the  dry  system. 

Scavenging.— We  have  no  public  scavenging  systems.  In 
habitants  attend  to  it  themselves. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District.  No  Bye-laws  adopted. 
Routine  inspections  of  the  district  have  been  made  throughout 
the  year.  The  following  report  and  table  supplied  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  will  show  the  number  of  visits  made,  and 
with  what  result. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT . for  year  1920. 

During  the  year  1920,  311  inspections  were  made,  and  in 
2O1  instances  defects  and  nuisances  were  found.  With  one 
exception,  informal  notices  were  given  to  remedy  these  de- 
liciences. 

The  informal  notices  numbered  126,  in  some  cases  one 
notice  covering  several  houses,  and  the  number  of  defects 
remedied  and  nuisances  abated  was  251,  including  several  out- 
standing defects. 

Of  the  remainder,  in  several  instances  works  are  in  progress, 
while  in  all  cases  attention  to  the  various  matters  has  been 
promised  by  the  owners  or  their  agents. 

The  following  new  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the 
year,  in  accordance  with  plans  previously  approved  : 


IP. 


Mary  Castle  Quarry,  Kirkwlielpington. — New  dwelling 
house  and  bothy. 

Ilareshaw  Head  Colliery. — Detached  bungalow. 

Do.  Semi-detached  bungalows  (2). 

Armstrong  Square,  Bellingham. — Bungalow. 

Church  Lane,  Wark. — Garage. 

Burnside,  Bellingham. — Garage. 

Plans  were  also  approved  for  2 cottages  at  Hope  Foot  Mill. 
Otterburn,  but  the  erection  has  not  yet  commenced. 

Improvements,  Additions,  and  Alterations . 

Green  Farm,  Wark.  Rebuilt  after  fire. 

Otterburn  Mill,  Ltd.  New  show  room,  garage,  lavatories. 

Ray  Mill,  Kirkwlielpington. — Internal  additions  and  im- 
provements. 

King  St.,  Bellingham. — New  wash  house  and  W.C. 

Percy  St.,  Bellingham.  New  outbuildings  and  drainage. 

Cottages,  Wark. — New  privy,  spouts  and  gutters,  and  roof 
repairs.  New  pantry  and  kitchen  at  rear,  and  internal  alterations. 

Gowanburn  Farm.-  Improvements  to  byres  and  outbuild 

ings. 

Coldcoats  Hill,  Wark.  -Outbuildings  re-roofed  and  drains 
overhauled  and  repaired.  House  pointed  and  plastered  inside, 
and  roof  repaired. 

Watson's  Walls.  —Outbuildings  rebuilt,  house  pointed  and 
re-roofed,  IvC.  and  ashpit  provided. 

Stannersburn.  -New  outbuildings,  stables  cemented  and 
drains  overhauled. 

Ridsdale. — 8 houses,  Long  Row.  Kitchen  floors  boarded, 
and  bedroom  ceilings  sealed.  Gutters  and  downspouts  fixed, 
gullies  provided,  and  earth  closets  and  ashpits  rebuilt.  Repairs 
still  proceeding. 

Plashetts  Village.  Arrangements  were  made  with  the 
Colliery  Co.  for  the  repair  of  this  property  as  follows  : 

1.  To  renew  earth  closets  as  before. 

2.  To  rebuild  all  ashpits. 

3.  To  repair  roofs. 

4.  Renew  defective  gutters  and  downspouts. 

5.  Renew  all  broken  gullies  and  clean  existing  ones. 

6.  Repair  window  frames. 

Generally  speaking,  the  houses  to  be  rendered  watertight, 
and  put  into  a state  of  repair  making  them  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion, till  better  accommodation  is  provided.  These  repairs  are 
being  carried  out,  though  slowly. 


Water  Supplies.  These  have  been  provided  as  follows 

Town  Head,  Birtley.—  New  piped  supply. 

Reedswood  Farm. — New  piped  supply  to  farm  and  house. 

West  Wood  burn. — New  piped  supply  to  six  cottages. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  for  the  domestic  supplies  to 
Mousieliaugh  Cottages  and  Wark  Farm.  In  both  cases  the 
result  of  the  analysis  was  bad,  and  notice  to  this  effect  sent  to 
the  owners,  who  promised  attention. 

Boring  operations  for  a supply  of  water  for  the  new  houses 
at  Greystead  were  carried  out,  and  a supply  obtained,  but  was 
later  abandoned  in  favour  of  a supply  from  a drift  on  the  same 
fell. 

The  pressure  in  Bellingham  has  not  been  so  good  during  the 
last  twelve  months,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  waste  going  on 
in  the  town,  which  reduces  the  level  in  the  reservoir,  and  affects 
houses  at  a high  level.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  abate  this 
waste,  and  it  is  hoped  to  fix  a Waste  Water  Detecting  Meter  at 
an  early  date.  Several  large  bursts  have  been  located  and  re- 
paired, as  well  as  numerous  public  and  private  taps. 

Sewers  and  Drainage .- — Ridsdale. — New  surface  water  drain 
laid  to  six  houses  in  village. 

Plashetts.  —Sewers  overhauled,  cleansed,  repaired,  and  put 
into  working  order,  and  private  branch  drains  re-connected. 

West  Woodburn. — Sinks  fixed  to  six  cottages. 

Bellingham. — Septic  tank  and  drainage  system  to  new 
bungalows  at  Hareshaw. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. — In  all  cases  these  are  working 
satisfactorily.  No  complaints  have  been  received  with  regard 
to  the  effluent.  Improvements  have  been  made  for  emptying 
the  settling  tanks  at  Bellingham,  by  fixing  a new  diaphragm 
pump. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies , and  Milkshops. — Miss  Turnbull  and  Rob- 
inson, of  Bellingham,  have  been  registered  as  “ Purveyors  of 
Milk  ” under  the  order. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Killing  and  preparing  are  carried  out 
under  proper  conditions.  No  bad  or  diseased  meat  has  been 
exposed  for  sale. 

Disinfection. — The  necessary  disinfection  has  been  carried 
out  in  eleven  instances  after  infectious  disease.  Disinfectants 
have  also  been  supplied  on  request  for  a similar  purpose 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Annual  Report,  1920. 
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Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.  No  officer 

appointed  under  these  regulations. 

Adoptive  Acts. — None  have  been  adopted  during  the  year. 


GENERAL  HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


1.  iVumlh)  of  Houses.  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the 
district  is  1340.  The  working  class  houses  total  1212. 

2.  Population.  The  population  of  the  district,  as  per  last 
census,  is  5750  ; the  estimated  number  by  Registrar  General. 
5421 . Apart  from  those  who  have  returned  from  military  service, 
there  is  no  marked  variation  of  the  population,  nor  is  there  any 
evidence  of  any  change  in  the  immediate  future. 


Similar  to  all  other  areas,  your  district  has  been  affected 
during  the  last  seven  years.  Schemes  which  were  contemplated 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  have  been  in  abeyance  on  account 
ot  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  both  workmen  and  materials.  We 
are  still  labouring  under  the  same  difficulties,  but  I hope  that 
what  has  been  suggested  will  be  attended  to  as  you  find  that 
it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  GRAHAM  MILLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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